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SOU TH  PARK  G I V E S  BACK
TH I S  HOL I DA Y  S E ASON

Students load toys onto school bus

Student brings toys to take to toy drive

Turkey  Trot at South Park Middle School

Interact Club members take presents to local kids

Fourth graders drop off toys at 96.1 KISS Stuff-A-Bus Toy Drive in Robinson Township

The holiday season presents numerous opportunities for students, faculty, staff and the 
community to help those in need. Through gift drives, special events and collections in 
every South Park school, numerous organizations benefit thanks to the generosity of South 
Park families.

The South Park Elementary Center stuff-a-bus toy drive collected hundreds of toys for Toys 
for Tots. On Friday, December 6, a group of fourth graders spent nearly a half hour loading a 
school bus with the toys that were donated! The students along with Mrs. Cieslak, Mr. Quast 
and Mr. Trozzi took the toys to the 96.1 KISS Stuff-A-Bus event in Robinson Township. Some 
of the fourth graders were also featured in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Click here to see 
the photos. Thank you to Mr. Quast for his work organizing the Stuff-A-Bus toy drive and to 
everyone who donated toys for local children in need.

At South Park Middle School, the day before Thanksgiving was filled with special activities 
that benefited Project Elf. Project Elf provides holiday gifts and assistance to South Park 
families. On Wednesday, November 27, the grade-level teams participated in a variety 
of efforts to support Project Elf while taking part in team-building activities. Activities 
ranged from a turkey trot, hot chocolate sales, “Adopt a Duck, Save a Turkey” contest, 
minute-to-win-it competitions, Bingo and hula hoop and rock-paper-scissors tournaments. 
The students were able to raise a record-setting $1,073.15. Thanks to the middle school 
teachers for organizing activities and the middle school students for supporting such a 
wonderful cause.

At South Park High School, the Interact Club with the help of Ms. O’Connor and Mr. 
Surovchak organized two donation drives for the holiday season. Every year, the Interact 
Club members, faculty, staff and community members support local children by donating 
holiday gifts. Those who donate are given a gift tag with a child’s name and grade. They 
add the gift tag to their wrapped presents and drop them off at South Park High School. 
On Tuesday, November 26, the Interact Club members loaded the gifts onto a school bus to 
donate them to a local organization.

The Interact Club members also collect shoeboxes for troops serving overseas during 
the holiday season. The shoeboxes are filled with personal care items, treats and other 
reminders of home. More than 100 festively wrapped boxes were donated and shipped to 
troops overseas. They will be delivered in the coming weeks.

Students pack shoeboxes for troops overseas
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WINTER BREAK
FRIDAY ,  DECEMBER 20 
ONE-HOUR EARLY DISMISSAL

MONDAY ,  DECEMBER 23 THROUGH FRIDAY ,  JANUARY 3 
NO SCHOOL

BOARD MEMBERS SWORN INTO OFFICE, 
MEETING DATES SET
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At the South Park School District Board 
of Directors reorganization meeting on 
Tuesday, December 3, 2019, re-elected 
board members Lorraine Blackburn, 
Nicholas Rudolph and Frank Wentzel 
and newly elected board members Mark 
Depretis and Angela Girol were sworn into 
office for four-year terms. The Honorable 
Michael Thatcher administered the oath of 
office.

During the reorganization meeting, the Board of Directors elected leadership for 
2020. The board re-elected Mr. John Innocenti as president and Mr. Frank Wentzel as 
vice president. Mr. Nicholas Rudolph was re-elected as assistant board secretary. Mr. 
Patrick Sable was re-elected as the 2020 legislative representative to the Pennsylvania 
School Boards Association. Mr. Wayne Perry was re-elected as the 2020 representative 
for the Southeastern Area Special Schools and Steel Center for Career and Technical 
Education board. Mr. Perry will also serve as the 2020 SHASDA (South Hills Area 
School District Association) representative.

The Board of Directors also set meeting dates for 2020. The board will meet on 
January 9, February 13, March 12, April 9, May 14, June 11, August 13, September 10, 
October 8 and November 12. The reorganization and regular meetings in December 
will be held on December 7. There is no scheduled meeting in July. All meetings 
begin at 6:30 p.m. in the South Park High School cafeteria. Changes to meeting dates 
and/or locations will be posted on the district’s website.

HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT PERFORMS 
AT DISTRICT BAND 
FESTIVAL

Junior Brooke Hamilton participated 
in the PMEA District 1 Honors Band 
Festival from November 22-24 at North 
Hills. Brooke auditioned for the honors 
ensemble in early October and was one 
of twelve French horns selected to play 
with the band. 

The ensemble was comprised of 
students from 35 school districts across 
Allegheny, Fayette, Greene, Washington 
and Westmoreland counties. Dr. Andrew 
Yozviak, director of bands at West 
Chester University, served as the guest 
conductor. The band rehearsed all day 
on Friday and Saturday and performed a 
concert on Sunday.

Congratulations to Brooke for her 
outstanding performance.



SOUTH PARK CAFE
CELEBRATES GRAND REOPENING
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The South Perk Café at South Park High 
School has a new look, thanks to a South 
Park student. The café, part of the South 
Park School District’s vocational education, 
had its grand reopening on Thursday, 
December 5.

The new and improved South Perk Café is 
thanks to Zachary Huwalt. Zack has been 
working to become an Eagle Scout and 
chose to dedicate his time to enhance the 
student-run café in the South Park High 
School cafeteria. Zack first approached 
Ms. Sahady in the spring and worked 
throughout the summer to raise funds 
for the project. Zack was able to raise 
thousands of dollars for the upgrades.

Zack then invested his time to design 
the café space. The South Perk Café now 
has its own dedicated area inside the 

cafeteria, including its own sink, cooler and latte machine. The café’s counter has 
been expanded. And now, students can relax with their drinks and snacks in a new 
lounge area. Ms. Sahady hopes to make additional enhancements later this school 
year, including a smoothie maker in the spring.

Ms. Sahady said Zack’s work will have a tremendous impact for her students as they 
gain real-world experience by interacting with and serving customers in an authentic 
café environment.

Zack and his fellow student-workers at the café cut the ribbon for the redesigned 
South Perk Café during a special ceremony during homeroom on Thursday, 
December 5. Everyone then had the chance to enjoy drinks and snacks following the 
ceremony. During the ribbon-cutting ceremony, Zack presented Ms. Sahady with a 
check for $550.

FIRST GRADERS 
ROCK OUT AFTER 
EXCEEDING READING 
CHALLENGE

First graders earned a rockin’ reading 
reward after exceeding a reading 
challenge from South Park Elementary 
Center principal Dr. Furman. 

The first graders were challenged to read 
1,500 books in the months of October 
and November. They ended up reading 
a total of 3,741 books independently in 
the months of October and November! 

To celebrate, the first graders enjoyed an 
impromptu performance by The District 
Band on Wednesday, November 27 just 
prior to fall break. 

The District Band features Dr. Furman 
and South Park Middle School principal 
Mr. Monaghan.

Congratulations, first graders, and keep 
reading!

DELAY AND 
CLOSURE 
REMINDERS
As we enter the winter months, please 
remember to notify your child’s school 
office if your contact information 
has recently changed. This contact 
information will be used to communicate 
school delay and closure messages.

For more reminders about winter 
weather delays and closures, click here.

http://sparksd.org/spsd_news/winter_2019_delay___closing_information


HOLIDAY
HAPPENINGS
AT SOUTH PARK SCHOOL DISTRICT

Wednesday ,  December 1 1
SOUTH PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND & CHORUS CONCERT
7 P .M .  IN THE SOUTH PARK HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

FR IDAY ,  DECEMBER 13
KINDERGARTEN & F IRST GRADE HOLIDAY PERFORMANCE
9 :30 A .M .  & 1 :45 P .M .  AT SOUTH PARK ELEMENTARY CENTER

SOUTH PARK HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB COFFEE SHOP
7 P .M .  IN THE SOUTH PARK HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA
T ICKETS :  $8 FOR ADULTS ,  $5 FOR STUDENTS

TUESDAY ,  DECEMBER 17
SECOND GRADE & THIRD GRADE HOLIDAY PERFORMANCE
9 :30 A .M .  & 1 :45 P .M .  AT SOUTH PARK ELEMENTARY CENTER

WEDNESDAY ,  DECEMBER 18
SOUTH PARK HIGH SCHOOL BAND & CHORUS CONCERT
7 P .M .  IN THE SOUTH PARK HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
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The South Park School District’s mission is to provide an educational atmosphere where all students have opportunities to discover their talents, develop their 
abilities and achieve the expectations embedded in our educational program to become responsible and productive members of society.
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Board of Directors
John Innocenti, President • Frank Wentzel, Vice President • Lorraine Blackburn •  Mark Depretis 

Angela Girol • Wayne Perry • Nicholas Rudolph • Patrick Sable, Treasurer • Norman Solomon
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THIRD GRADERS SAVOR 
HOT CHOCOLATE DAY

PARADE BALLOONS 
TAKE FLIGHT AT 
SPEC

Thursday, December 5 was Hot Chocolate Day for Mrs. Cramer’s and Mrs. Lesako’s 
third grade students. The special day was more than students just enjoying one of 
their favorite wintertime treats.  

Hot Chocolate Day was a day of cross-curricular learning as students explored the 
sweet treat using math, science, language arts and social studies. 

Students performed an experiment to see what kind of cup provides the best 
insulation so that their hot drink stays steamy! They used math to calculate the 
number of combinations possible when given certain types of hot chocolate, 
toppings and stirrers. The students also surveyed classmates and made bar graphs 
to determine the number of fellow students who like their hot cocoa at various 
temperatures. Language arts was incorporated as students created their own Cocoa 
Cafe menu with adjectives that best described their menu items. They then used 
sequential text structure to create a recipe for the “World’s Best Hot Chocolate.” One 
station required students to use persuasive writing to create and record a commercial 
advertisement. For social studies, learners explored the history and origin of hot 
chocolate. 

The day ended with students making and enjoying their favorite combination of hot 
chocolate with toppings and stirrers!

On Wednesday, November 27, South 
Park fourth graders put on their own 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade inside 
South Park Elementary Center. 

Fourth graders completed a STEAM 
activity by designing and building 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade floats 
out of balloons. The parade went all 
through South Park Elementary Center, 
and students in kindergarten through 
third grade and the faculty and staff at 
the elementary center were excited to be 
spectators!

It certainly was a great day for a parade!


